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Abstract: Phishing is associate increasing theft on the internet. It is the act of tricking pc users into handling over the 

management their on-line accounts employing a forged email and website. The chance of a web shopper to fall prey across a 

phishing web site is ominous high. During a recent United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland survey, eight of 

the highest ten Google results for a well-liked complete of baggage were found to be fallacious websites. Additionally, one in 

twelve on-line patrons of cricket price tickets reported having been caught by a forged ticket web site. Most of the cast sites 

are taken down quickly once known, however new ones grow daily creating it not possible for the crime-prevention 

authorities to spot and shut all of them.  Falling prey to a phishing activity causes not only immediate monetary losses 

however additionally to fraud and its consequences. Even supposing some banks cowl customers United Nations agency 

have had their master card details taken however this alone isn't a property long-run resolution for all issues. These issues 

will result in associate overall loss of trust in on-line searching and discourage shoppers from participating in on-line 

monetary transactions. So user security awareness is important and this could be done through user security education. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Phishing is intended to steal the user’s identity, gather personal information and mulct the user financially. Phishing emails 

pretend to be a message from a recognized firm. They commonly embody a link that directs the user to a fake website wherever 

the phishers attempt to persuade user to reveal personal data to hold out phishing scams, attackers transmit an outsized range of 

spam emails that embody links i.e. URLs to websites below their management. The spam emails should correspond legitimate 

email, in order that the users can contemplate them real. The users connect to a spoof web site by clicking on a link within the 

email. Their browser could access website directly or by redirected from associate initial site to the particular phishing sites. At 

this stage browsers could apply their own strategies and consult to work out if the location ought to be blocked as clearly 

illegitimate. The spoof website is usually hosted on free webspace wherever anyone will register and transfer pages, however it 

a lot of sometimes placed on a compromised machine maybe a residential machine, however usually a server in a very 

knowledge centre. If the web site is on free webspace a typical address are going to be of the shape 

http://www.bankname.freespacesitename.com/signin/ wherever the bankname is chosen to match or shut agree the name of the 

establishment being attacked. dynamic the hostname isn't forever attainable for compromised machines, and attackers could 

have restricted permissions, so that they can add their own sites on prime of an existing structure, resulting in URLs of the 

standard type http://www.example.com /user/images/ World Wide Web.bankname.com/ wherever the bankname is gift to lend 

specious legitimacy ought to the user check that website they're visiting, nevertheless fail to understand the means during which 

URLs are literally structured. 

Once tempted by decent deal on-line offers on web site, users don’t see towards the safety warnings; rather they give the 

impression of being for signs to substantiate a site’s trust goodness. User education has to target difficult and correcting the 

misconceptions that guide current behavior. 2 main approaches are accustomed defend users against phishing antiphishing 

http://www.ijarcsms.com/
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indicators and user education [1]. Rachna Dhamiji and her colleagues explained that the antiphishing approach is ineffective as 

a result of a big proportion of users ignore passive indicators despite the fact that the users notice the indications, they usually 

don’t perceive what they signify  additionally, inconsistent positioning on totally different internet browsers makes the task of 

distinguishing a phishing website tough. Stuart and his colleagues reported that 53% of their study participants still tried to log 

in to an internet site once their task was interrupted by a powerful security warning [2]. Within the same study, 97% of 

participants entered personal details even once website authentication pictures were removed. Therefore the papers findings 

result concludes that effective education should be there to enhance users’ ability to discover phishing websites. 

II. RECOGNIZING EMAIL SCAMS 

The following sections offer info to assist you see Associate in Nursing email scam once it lands in your mailbox. 

Uninvited business email or spam is that the start line for several emails scams. Several email scams have existed for a extended 

time. The Federal Trade Commission contains a list of the foremost common false sorts [3]. The list includes 

 Bogus business opportunities 

 Chain letters 

 Work-at-home schemes 

 Health and diet scams 

 Easy cash 

 Free product 

 Investment opportunities 

 Guaranteed loans and credit 

 Bulk email schemes 

The following section describes some common fraud schemes. 

Bogus Business Opportunities: 

These scams pretend to vow the chance to create an excellent deal of cash with little effort. they're commonly packed with 

tempting statements like “Work solely hours every week,” “Work at home” etc. the e-mail messages providing these 

opportunities typically have subject lines that seem like the following: 

 Make a daily financial gain with on-line 

 Get made Click 

 Put your pc to figure for you! 

In most cases, the e-mail scams offers little detail regarding the character of the business chance. Most offers Associate in 

nursing address or web site from that you'll be able to get Associate in nursing ‘information kit’ regarding the chance. These 

opportunities, however, sometimes quantity to nada over pyramid schemes within which chance involves your ability to recruit 

a lot of and a lot of unsuspecting folks to shop for into the scam.  

Health and Diet Scams: 

Health and diet scams go after the insecurities some folks have regarding the state of their well-being. These insecurities 

create some folks at risk of the scams as a result of they will be uncomfortable to debate their issues with a doctor. The scams 

commit to lure customers with guarantees of fast fixes and rattling results, discount offers, speedy delivery, and privacy. The e-

mail providing this stuff can have subject lines that seem like the following:  

 Need to slim down for summer? 

 Reduce body fat and build lean muscle while not exercise 

 How to regulate your weight! 
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 Young at any age 

III. USER EDUCATION 

The user education is an efficient approach to avoid phishing attacks. Each government organizations and educational 

establishments have place vital effort into user education. to enhance user understanding of security, the U.S.A. laptop 

Emergency team offers “advice concerning common security problems for untechnical computer users” on its web site 

(www.us-cert.gov/cas/tips). Ponnurangam Kumaraguru and colleagues developed the PhishGuru coaching system to show users 

the way to determine phishing attacks [4]. The system sends out simulated phishing emails and delivers coaching messages once 

users click the enclosed URLs. Its effectiveness may be tested once some coaching is obtainable by some faked however 

exploitation name of recognized firm then despite of checking the genuineness most participants still enters personal details into 

simulated phishing websites. To possess a major improvement therein some management conditions ought to be disclosed 

through awareness, however still leaves one in 5 users. a research cluster developed a web game relating to anti-phishing to 

show users to not fall for phishing by explaining the way to determine phishing URLs and wherever to listen whereas browsing 

and the way to appear for clues in internet browsers, and the way to use search engines to seek out real sites [5].They according 

improved user ability to find phishing websites once receiving training. The false-positive rate (phishing web site known as real) 

was reduced from 30 % to 14%, and also the false-negative rate (non-phishing web site known as spoof) was reduced from 34% 

to 17%.In spite of these reductions, 31% of users were still unable to differentiate between smart and dangerous sites. 

User’s area unit keen to remain far away from risks, and therefore doubtless to just accept behaviors that may save them 

from damage. However actually, most web shoppers’ area unit craving for smart deals. They unremarkably begin from a quest 

engine and area unit offered with links to varied websites that gift (often terribly tempting) offers. The prospect to save lots of a 

major quantity of cash on one thing they have, or acquire one thing they could unremarkably not be ready to afford, make users 

vulnerable. Web shoppers face a scenario of risk and uncertainty: they need to offer payment details and personal info to 

websites and can’t be sure they’ll receive the products they expect reciprocally. Several on-line users can take risks to gain 

advantages, and that they hunt for trust cues to scale back the degree of uncertainty concerning the end result -a trustworthy 

dealing partner is a lot of doubtless to deliver. The current security education on phishing offers very little protection to users 

UN agency assess a doubtless malicious web site during this frame of mind. There is need to elaborate the attention of the users 

and create them capable of recognizing and avoiding the phishing websites. Security education must think about the drivers of 

user behavior during this situation the clues users hunt for and the way they interpret them. Self-made security awareness, 

education, and coaching should do over warn users of dangers they should target the misconceptions that underlie user actions. 

Effective Anti-phishing Education: 

There is a significant gap between the signals security experts who would like users to consider when assessing a website’s 

legitimacy and those they actually use when faced with a tempting offer.  

Users should be aware about the following facts: 

 The users are unknown about the fact that fake versions of real websites can be uploaded by anyone online, or that 

someone can create such a website claiming to be someone else. 

 The fact that out of 15 participants who used trust logos to guide their choices might seem hopeful, but only two 

participants’ checks whether those logos were clickable links, seeking more information on the certification and the 

merchant. 

 The blind trust users place in sites that suggest a link with social networking sites demonstrates their popularity, and a 

worrying potential for exploitation by scammers. Also anyone can create a page or profile on those sites or that 

spammers can add social networking logos to their fraudulent sites. 
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 The other design elements stated (amount of information provided, website layout, and company information) can also 

be easily mimicked. The users seemed unaware that although signals of high levels of investment are reliable 

indicators of real-world retailers, design elements can be copied in a fraction of seconds. 

Users don’t understand how scammers operate, and they make assumptions about how the online environment operates on 

the basis of their real-world experiences. Effective security education needs to challenge users’ assumptions about trust signals 

and their decision processes and replace them with trust signals and strategies for assessing risks in an online environment. Just 

as in the physical world, some users will willingly take risks online. So, security education should furnish users to assess the 

potential risks and benefits correctly, rather than only telling them to be aware about going to any potentially unsafe site. 

The first step toward effective user education is to recognize that awareness, education, and training are three distinct steps 

of a process to improve user competence [6].The role of security awareness is to attract users’ attention and help them realize 

that there is a problem that might affect them. This is a necessary first step to render the user open to education and training 

measures. Security awareness measures must capture users’ attention using strong visual elements, surprise, or humor. In the 

case of phishing, existing perceptions need to be challenged, including users’ perceptions of their ability to assess the risks 

involved in online transactions. 

Another fundamental aspect of effective security education delivery is the choice of communication channels to spread 

awareness, education, and training information to users. So far, two different approaches have been used: 

 General public awareness and education campaigns (both online and offline), and 

 Context-specific warnings and indicators (online). 

In public-awareness campaigns, users are informed about the risk of scams and sometimes told about possible ways to 

protect themselves, but no training is delivered. Many legitimate online retailers sell goods at prices significantly lower than 

street prices, which is a major draw for online shopping. So, how can consumers tell when a good deal becomes too good to be 

true? General warnings like this might deter many who would benefit most from lower online prices people with lower incomes 

from shopping online altogether, because they can least afford to take the risk [7]. A more promising approach is to provide 

awareness, education, and training in the context of the services users aim to access. Consumers are more motivated if warnings 

are specific to risks they know and care about, and these warnings are more likely to be accessible when explained by peers who 

have a similar perception of risks and pitfalls. To ensure cor¬rect skill acquisition, there should be short tutorials on websites, 

users should be asked to distinguish between a few examples of legiti¬mate and scam sites on the basis of the principles they 

learned through the tutorials. Trust symbols such as logos and certificates are either misinterpreted or go unnoticed. Trust seals 

are effective only if users can recognize them and avoid [8].   

The following are some ways in which to stay ourselves secure against the phishing threat. 

 Check the website you're visiting is secure and legitimate 

Before submitting your bank details or different sensitive info there are some visual checks that you simply will do. For 

example, to assist make sure the web site uses encoding to shield sensitive data: 

 Check the online address within the address bar. If the web site you're visiting is on a secure server it ought to begin 

with "https://" ("s" for security) instead of the standard "http://". 

 Look for a lock icon on the browsers standing bar. You can check the amount of encoding, expressed in bits, by flying 

over the icon with the indicator. 

You can also make certain the URL you see within the address bar corresponds with the particular URL of the web site you 

are visiting by checking within the properties. To try and do this in Internet Explorer, right click with the mouse on the web site, 



Vishakha  et al.                                                International Journal of Advance Research in Computer Science and Management Studies 

                                                                                                                                             Volume 2, Issue 3, March 2014  pg. 268-273 

 © 2014, IJARCSMS All Rights Reserved                                                   ISSN: 2321-7782 (Online)                                                  272 | P a g e  

choose properties and compare the URL displayed within the pop-up box with the one shown within the address bar. By 

ensuring that the 2 URLs correspond, you'll avoid phishing.  

 Keep a daily check on your accounts 

Regularly log into on-line accounts, and check statements. If you see any suspicious transactions, report them to your bank 

or relevant company. 

 Be cautious with emails and confidential information 

Most banks have a security page on their web site with info on finishing up safe transactions, along with the standard 

recommendation about confidential data: ne'er let anyone grasp your PINs or passwords, don't write them down, and don't use a 

similar parole for all of your on-line accounts. Avoid gap or replying to spam emails as this might offer the sender confirmation 

that they need reached a live address. Use wisdom once reading emails. If one thing appears implausible or too sensible to be 

true, then it in all probability is.  

 Always report suspicious activity 

If you receive Associate an email you believe isn't real, forward it to the organization it fraudulently claims to own come 

back from. Several corporations have a frenzied email address for reportage such phishing tries. 

 Keeping computers secure 

The computers may be created secure by putting in a private firewall. A firewall won't forestall scam email from creating 

its approach into your mailbox. However, it should facilitate shield you involuntarily open a virus-bearing attachment or 

otherwise introduce malware to your laptop by following the directions within the email. The firewall, among different things, 

can facilitate forestall outward-bound traffic from your laptop to the aggressor. Once your personal firewall detects suspicious 

outward-bound communications from your laptop, it can be a symptom you've got erroneously put in malicious programs on 

your laptop.  

 Install Antivirus software system and keep it up thus far 

One ought to install an antivirus software system on laptop that has an automatic update feature. this can facilitate make 

sure you continuously have the foremost up-to-date protection potential against viruses. Additionally, you must certify the 

software system you select includes an email scanning feature. 

IV. CONCLUSION 

Phishing could be an important and growing drawback that threatens to impose financial losses on users. So the users ought 

to bear in mind of the potential ways that to sight and avoid phishing at their user level. The need for an amendment of direction 

in security awareness, education, and coaching. Rather than saturating users with warnings and repeatedly telling those to 

behave as security specialists would really like them to coach the users concerning phishing threats. Awareness starts with the 

users’ views and decision-making processes. Users type their own risk models and use a group of heuristics to assess the 

trustiness of the websites with that they move. Having known users misconceptions, we want to attach with them through 

specific awareness, education, and coaching campaigns. So the users ought to be educated enough to tackle against the phishing 

drawback. 
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